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UK schools have a unique opportunity with the Government’s Workload Challenge

The founder of education technology business ParentPaperwork says UK schools have a
unique opportunity with the forthcoming release of the Government’s ‘Workload Challenge’
report and action plan.

The Challenge was announced by Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg in late 2014, and
asked teachers and school administrators to contribute ideas via an online submission
process about how to reduce the overwhelming workload experienced by many teachers
throughout the UK.

David Eedle says:

“In a sign of just how much school staff have taken this to heart over 20,000 teachers have
filled out an online survey contributing more than 50,000 examples and suggestions. It's a
remarkable outpouring from the professionals we trust to educate our children.”

“There is no question that the concerns expressed by teachers are valid. Recent surveys
from both the National Union of Teachers and the Department of Education have
consistently shown workload is a considerable concern for teachers, with some working up
to 60 hours per week, and that’s on the increase.”

“The Government’s action plan is a fantastic opportunity to discuss a range of ways schools
and the Government can implement new systems and processes. Schools at times are
seen as conservative when introducing new technologies such as learning management
and student management systems, but I'd urge school leaders to take the time to research
the benefits of today’s technologies and how they can significantly lighten the load for
teachers and school administrators.”

The National Union of Teachers has welcomed the survey, and called for urgent change,
saying workload is driving many teachers to consider leaving the profession. The
Government says all the survey responses have been read and promised the report will be
delivered in a few weeks and the action plan compiled in conjunction with an industry panel.

About ParentPaperwork

ParentPaperwork is an online platform to automate paper forms in schools. The system
manages excursion forms, field trip forms, permission slips and many other forms parents
need to complete for their children and send back to school. By moving their paper forms
online schools can achieve significant time and cost savings, reduce the hours needed for



school staff to manually manage the process and improve liability management. For more
information, and a free trial please go to www.ParentPaperwork.com.
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